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Editor’s Note

Any creative work, either painted in words
or in colours, tries to reflect the issues of its
times. Perspective, nevertheless, varies from
generation to  generation and  from
individual to individual. With students, the
creative approach to the issues is at times
subtle, often direct, intense and undoubedtly

creative.

This issue of ‘Focus’ has a variety of genres
creatively presented as poems, short stories,
essays, points to ponder, paintings and
pencil arts. Interestingly, the issues discussed
in poems and short stories seem to be more
connected with the realities of the society.
With regard to the paintings, some are
abstract ones and a few others are portraits
and landscapes. The editorial team thanks
the contributors profusely and wish them all
the best. These students, like countless
others, bave much to accomplish creatively
and make it their profession - we think that
it all waits in front of them.
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Lune Renaitre
[Moon Reborn]

Joseph Jebaraj
17UEN120, | BA English

Heavenly bowers, amidst the cloudy sea

Gave my eyes grace, that centuries did not see
Thy stance with a gentle breeze

And a glance made my chest freeze

What if you were a world's daughter?
These men may fall for you harder
Had they no luck, but did the stars

To be with you they waged some wars

Do couples need a scene than this?

Beneath with love to hold hands and kiss
They know, a life to live together

Under you they made incarnations altogether

Brighter thy face, higher thee stay

To reach one could climb the clouds, | may

So, is that the place where God made thee?

From silver streams gushing through tunnels of glee

Stood I, for hours just praising you

Fool! Said people, lied your beauty afar to their cue
Had I no heart to say adieu to you, my life

For I am frozen until I win back your eyes — my life.
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Alone

M. Mridula
[ B.Statistics

I moved in a crowded place and yet had no one,

It was then | realized how badly | needed someone.
There were many, but none to be called as friends,
Tears welled up, unable to be flushed in drains,

It was then | understood -
When to one can your emotions be shown,
You are just alone!!

Cut-off from the world, cut-off from myself,

There were no one to be called upon, even for help.
The days were horrible,

Breaking me from within | decided to apologies to
God, thinking these were fruits of my sins,

Still lonely, | was early, and | understood -

When to no one, your emotions can be shown
It simply means you are alone!

Yes, | indeed had no one,

Friends, Family, relatives, Oh! How badly | wanted to run,
Crying was the least | could do,

Craving for my Mom, and dying for my Father to tie my shoes!
Messy hair, still waiting to be combed

“Mom, | miss you” in sleep | groaned

I had nobody, nothing to be called as mine,

Pale and dark turned my eyes, that once used to shine!
Ashen and Palid, | sat on bed sadly,

But now it is too late -
Bottling up my emotions as they could not be shown
| finally understood, | was alone!



R. HARISH VARMAN, Il MSC BIOCHEMISTRY



My Captive Heart

Vinojini (18PEN140) & J.Jensi Helan (18PEN115)

The way of roses
Along the busy noises
The never happy fragrance conquered me!

Swiftly did that happiness fade away
With my heart trying to mirror them a way
Yet could only see lives caught way inside a coffin!

The breath within struggled hard
While my melting heart found the lord
To pray for those captives’ repose!

It just struck my will
That | too am enclosed and bottled still.

TN




Do What You Love

B. Prasanthkumar
Il BA Economics, 177UEC102

Today you are about to begin the greatest adventure of your life.
Remember this, nothing worth doing ever, ever, ever came easy.
I’ve seen so many brilliant people, they give up in life. I've seen
others who really didn’t have that talent or that ability and they’re
among the most successful people today in the world because they
never quite and they never gave up. So just remember, never stop
fighting for what you believe in and for the people who are about
you.

Carry yourself with dignity and pride. Demand the best from
yourself and be totally unafraid to challenge entrenched interests
and failed power structures. The more people tell you its not
possible, that it can’t be done. The more you should be absolutely
determined to prove them wrong. Treat the world, “impossible”
as nothing more than motivation. You must keep pushing forward.
And always have the courage to be yourself.

Most importantly, you have to do what you love. I’'ve seen so many
people, they’re forced through lots of reasons, sometimes
including family, to go down a path that they don’t want to go
down, to go down a path that leads them to something that they
don’t love, that they don’t enjoy. You have to do what you love or
you will not be successful at it. So, do what you love.”

N
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Love & Like

B. Prasanthkumar
I BA Economics, 17UEC192

In front of the person you love, your heart-beats faster,
but in front of the person you like, you get happy.

If you look into the eyes of the one you love, you blush,
If you look into the eyes of the one you like. you smile.

In front of the person you love, you can’t say everything on your
mind,
but in front of the person you like, you can.

When the one you love is crying, you too cry,
but when the one you like does so, you end up comforting.

The feeling of love starts from the eye,
but the feeling of like starts from ear.

So, if you stop liking a person, all you need to do is to cover your
ears.
But if you close your eyes, love turns into tears and remains in

your heart forever.

N




Points To Ponder

G. Thulasi Prasanna
[I1 BSc Physics
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Fire from the spinning cracker
keeps it alive and stable ...

Being kind is not bad,
but always being oneis ...

It doesn’t matter how small or big you’re
But it does matters how smart
you try when the time arrives.

Be yourself,
To be yourself, first find yourself.

Problems are like chillies,
Essence alone matters.

Think about what happened and
What is going to happen...
But don’t overdo.

Happiness and sadness are like the tide
But, the memories are
The sand that refuses to leave the feet!

Light is a non-matter,
But its pressence matters a lot.
Be like a light — it matters.

Never change yourself for anyone,

but you should change for

those who truly love you -

these simple mutal adjustments, we call, love.

No one knows you better,
unless you reveal yourself.
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3 idiots

R. Sowbarnika
[1l B.Voc. (SD & SA)

| first met both of you in our class,
Don’t know how
But thick friends we became...

Every day, we’re together,
We shared lunch,
Sitting on the grass

The friendship is so special
Deep-down a feeling that
No one should hide...

You are there through good or bad
To make me happy
when I’m sad

you brighten my darkest day
Just by saying simple things

Our friendship can’t be bought or sold
It may get tarnished,
And may get old

I’ll overcome my greatest fear
Our shadows may leave us in the dark,
Make sure that the friendship is never lost

You are a therapist,
To feel my pain, uplift my strength
Supports me unconditionally...

Who will ever want to leave you, my friends?

~TwWE
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D.R.E.A.M.S

M. Shravan Kumar
111 B.Com., 16UC0O208

Sankar glanced at his team standing in front of him in the tunnel
and thought, ‘This is it! This is the moment we fought and struggled
for all these years, the right to stand next to one of the best teams
in the world at football’s biggest stage.’ It had not been easy and
as both teams started moving towards the entrance, his mind was
flooded with thoughts of what he had gone through to get here.

Sankar had grown up in a small town in South India and had dreamt
of representing the Indian football team since he was eleven years
old. His love for football started when he watched in awe as
Europe’s elite footballers made some of the toughest tricks in the
game look like a stroll in the park leaving defenders on the floor at
will. At that moment he promised himself and his family who were
watching with him that he would one day become one of football’s
biggest names.

The next day, Sankar took a ball and excitedly went to the only
ground in the town with his father and brother and started
practising every day. But despite his craze for the game and his
determination to achieve his dreams, he was rejected at his first
eight trials with various schools across the state. The coaches felt
he didn’t have the physicality needed to survive in the rough style
of play that existed. However, the coaches admired his tactical
ability and his quick decision making and at his ninth attempt, he
was finally selected by a school whose coach decided to take a
chance with him in the hope that Sankar’s tactical decisions would
help the school team end their drought.

Sankar was very proud and began training even harder to repay the
coach’s faith in him. Although he made a slow start and constantly
got injured due to the physical nature of the game, he slowly
started making bigger contributions and he continued to impress
as his new school started winning more and more games. He also



put a lot of effort in improving his physical abilities. In a few years
the school had become successful again. By the time Sankar
finished his twelfth standard final exams, he had guided his team
to the semi-finals of the national level school competition.

After completing his schooling, Sankar was in a dilemma; Should
he enroll in an Indian college or should he travel to Europe in order
to improve his chances of becoming a top footballer. After a long
discussion with his parents, he decided to go to the University of
London to further develop his game.

Soon after he reached London, he quickly settled into the
University curriculum and attended the University’s football team
trials and barely made the cut. Although he was a substitute who
rarely played, Sankar continued training hard and was rewarded
for his efforts as he became a regular member in his second year.

As Sankar started displaying great performances for his team,
scouts from premier league clubs started taking notice. In his final
year, he was made the team captain and was hopeful of joining a
premier league team before finishing college.

However, tragedy struck as Sankar was severely injured in a
challenge made by the opposing team’s defender during a crucial
game and he was taken to the hospital. After three surgeries, the
doctors concluded that Sankar would never be able to play at high
level football again.

Sankar was devastated by the news and became very depressed.
He felt that his future was bleak and he didn’t know what to do. His
parents were unable to console him and so they asked the
University team’s coach to talk to him. The coach encouraged
Sankar that he could still use his tactical abilities to help others
achieve their dreams of becoming great footballers.

As Sankar lay in bed, he thought back of how determined he was
to play football and how he had overcome several challenges to
make it as far as he did and he realized that his coach was right and
that he should become a coach.



As soon as he was discharged from the hospital, Sankar started
attending courses and took up tests to get his coaching license. He
got his first job in football management at a small local club and it
was obvious from the beginning that he had the same spark for
management that he did he had for playing. Within five years he
had become one of the youngest managers to manage a premier
league team, and he kept winning trophies regularly in his next
seven seasons. Although by this time he had become one of the
best managers in Europe, he still felt something was missing. He
soon realized that he also wanted to win trophies with the Indian
national team.

So, at the end of the league season, he resigned from his post and
took up the position as the Indian team’s manager. Although the
team started off slowly in the qualifying stages for the world cup,
it was clear that the team had potential and that Sankar was the
right person to guide this team.

After a slow start, India started winning regularly and at the end of
the qualifying stage, India had qualified for their first ever world
cup. The entire nation was jubilant and fans eagerly started
preparing for the journey to the United States to support their
team.

India were placed in a tough group along with Spain, Uruguay and
Italy. Sankar was very happy to play against these teams and he
made sure that the team prepared well with friendlies against top
teams. After all the friendlies, the team departed for the U.S.
knowing that they had the support of the whole country behind
them.

As Sankar took his seat in the dug-out, the players took their
positions for the national anthems, his eyes welled up with tears as
he had finally fulfilled his ambitions of reaching the highest level in
football and was thankful that he had never given up at any stage.

S0
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Let A Human Come So Near

S. Blesswin
M.Phil. English, 18 MEN101

“Hey! Run fast”, the mother said to her child. Everyone rushed
towards an elevated place. Some left their belongings whereas
many others carried their valuables. But they all rushed to save
their own lives. A small girl standing near a tiled house was crying
as she lost her parents. Jai moved and saved her. But he couldn’t
save himself. Yes! Due to the torrential rainfall, the basement of
that house started shaking. The girl was saved by Jai, but Nature
was not kind enough towards him.

After three years, the same situation happened in a village in
Thanjavur district. A 12-year old boy went to his uncle’s house. It
was the fourth day of heavy rain in the delta region. The
Meteorological Department announced many times that the Gaja
cyclone would cross the coastal area within a few days. But he was
moving slowly like an old man. The boy was returning home in the
evening. But on his way back home, he slipped and fell due to the
slime. He couldn’t move. Suddenly he crawled to the nearby wall
and it started raining once again after a few minutes. On seeing the
wall which was about to collapse, he moved to the house nearby.
No one was there. They inhabitants left it unlocked. The boy got
into the house. After a few minutes, one of the wooden beams fell
down followed by the other two. Suddenly the boy was in panic
and held on the small beam nearby him. Within a few minutes the
whole house got destroyed.

From night, his parents started searching but they could not find
him. On 16th November 2018, the cyclone crossed the coast of
Tamil Nadu, exactly the next day the boy went missing. Many
rescue teams were moving here and there in search of people who
were struggling and a team of youth also helped them. Rakshit, the



leader of that rescue team, asked his fellow members to start with
the house that collapsed first. They rushed there. The clock struck
10 a.m. For nearly 3 hours, they were in search of him. But they
couldn’t find anyone as the water rose up to their waist. They
planned to leave the house. But Rakshit couldn’t, he was
continuously looking out for any survivors. At last, hopelessly when
they switched forward to move out, a wooden beam struck the
legs of Rakshit. He removed the filth and found out that there was
a fan lying above a bundle. Suddenly they moved it and found an
unconscious boy who was incessantly losing his life. They all
worked together to save his life.

Few hours later, a team of reporters arrived to that village to
collect news. They enquired from the people of that village about
Rakshit, as he was the one who saved many lives and the reporters
eventually started interviewing Rakshit. They asked him many
questions and he answered them one by one. But the most
sensational question ever they asked was, “What made you not to
move from that place after searching for a long time?” He
answered, “it was because of my past. Yes! Three years back this
happened. During the Chennai flood of 2015, a college student near
the Puzhal Lake area was saved by the rescue team after 3 days”.
Everyone was shocked as he was one among the survivors who
were saved after some days and was also telecast in the Media. He
continued “It’s none other than me. | am Jai Rakshit, they call me
Jai in Chennai, and in this village, | am Rakshit. The rescue team
saved me noticing my legs in the flood water which was up to their
waist. The tiles of that house hit me and when | fell unconsciously
down, a big straw roof covered me. Luckily, | fell above the
wooden boards that had been kept to carry concrete mixture, but
now it carried my body. It saved me as the water increased while
the stamina of my body decreased. This experience made me to
save him”. While he was explaining this to the group of reporters,
a 15-year old boy was thinking that the Gaja will be an experience
for him to save a man in future. Who else knows if that the bov mav
be the one who is reading this now?

T
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Mother

Thera Santhiswaroop
I1 BA Economics, 177UEC108

My mom had only one eye. | hated her. She was such an
embarrassment. She cooked for students and teachers to support
the family. There was this one day during elementary school where
my mom came to say ‘hello’ to me. | was so embarrassed. How
could she do this to me? lignored her, threw her a hateful look and
ran out.

The next day at school one of my classmates said, “e..e..e..e.., your
mom had only eye!” | wanted to bury myself. I also wanted my
mom to just disappear. | confronted her that day and said, “If you
are only going to make me a laughing stock, why don’t you just
die?” My mom did not respond.

| didn’t even stop to think for a second about what | had said
because | was angry. | was oblivious to her feelings. | wanted out
of that house, and have nothing to do with her. So, | studied really
hard, got a chance to go abroad to study. Then, | got married. |
bought a house of my own. | had kids of my own. | was happy with
my life, my kids and the comforts.

Then one day, my mother came to visit me. She hadn’t seen me in
years and she didn’t even meet her grandchildren. When she stood
by the door, my children laughed at her, and | yelled at her for
coming over uninvited. | screamed at her, “How dare you come to
my house and scare my children! Get out of here now!”

And to this, my mother quietly answered, “Oh! I’'m sorry. | may
have gotten the wrong address,” and she disappeared out of sight.

One day, a letter regarding my school reunion came to my house.
So, | lied to my wife that | was going on a business trip. After the
reunion, | went to the old shack just out of curiosity. My neighbours
said that my mother had died. | did not shed a single tear. They



handed me a letter that she wanted me to have. The letter read as
follows:

My dearest son,

I think of you all the time. I’m sorry that | came to your house and
scared your children, | was so glad when | heard that you were
coming for the reunion. But | may not be able to even get out of bed
to see you. I’'m sorry that | was a constant embarrassment to you
when you were growing up. You see, when you were very little, you
got into an accident, and lost your eye. As a mother, | could not stand
watching you having to grow up with one eye. So, | gave you mine. |
was so proud of my son who was seeing a whole new world for me,
in my place, with that eye.

With all my love to you,
Your Mother.

Regardless of your relationship with your parents, you’ll miss them
when ‘they are gone from your life. | knew a girl who hated her
mother on account of her leprous looking right hand.
Unfortunately, only too late did she learn that her mother’s hand
got burned badly trying to put out the accidental fire in her crib
when she was little.

Remember:

“They can’t read the tombstone, when they are dead. Affection,
care, gratitude, love, sacrifice.”

S0




To Die is Not Stop Living
but Stop Loving

J. Vamsi
I1 BA Economics, 177UEC124

A man in search of fulfilment in life went to a wise old sage.

“Master, | beg you,” he said, “I hunger and thirst for life but can
find nothing that can satisfy me.”

The sage remained silent. He did not respond. The disciple
continued insisting, “Master, | want to live ... | want to live...”

The sage raised his head slowly and whispered softly, “It is not life
that you seek but love.” The sage continued, “The deepest longing
of a person’s heart, of every person’s heart, much deeper than the
longing for life is the longing to love and to be loved. This is the real
hunger of a human being.”

The disciple objected, “But life comes first. No one can love unless
one is first alive.”

The master responded, “No, no one can live unless one is first
loved... life is a river not the source! And the source is love. And
you... one day you will come to understand that to die is not to stop
living but to stop loving.”

N
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What is life?

E. Nithish Reddy
111 BCom, 16UCO159

Personal Growth
I’m an amazing human being, living an incredibly blessed life.

I’m worthy to enjoy all things which are wonderful. | grow and
learn each day.

I have to let go of my past and it’s regrets as they hold me there
and prevent me from experiencing the “Now”.

I may have experienced true pressure in my life, but through time |
have discovered the deep compassion of Jesus.

| don’t feel that | need to compete against my companion or be
better than anybody else.

| aspire only to be a better person than | was yesterday. I’'m grateful
that I’m given each “new day” to grow, learn, love one another
and to follow the footsteps of my missionary life.

Love

“Love, like everything else in life, should be a discovery, an
adventure, and like most adventures, you don’t know you’re
having one until you’re right in the middle of it” - E. A. Bucclinaneri

We all fall in love but do we really realize that we are truly in love.
No, we never do. We keep ourselves busy in this unnatural world
so much that we don’t even know sometimes the real meaning of
the term “Love”. We can be in love with anyone, we even love our
family and friends but what is love? It is the part of life when we
seem to forget all the sour memories and get blessed with the
sweet memories of the present. It is the most overwhelming



experience of life in which a person never returns to the ground
until the fear of losing it gives a knock on the doors of our heart.

As the Bible says, “Love is patient and kind; Love does not envy or
boast. It is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way.
Itis not irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the Truth. Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love Never Ends.

First love is like the soft and beautiful dew on the leaves on
cold winter mornings which appear to be beautiful but are as
fragile as the petals on which it lies: calm and cold. It is even
a bit scary. It binds us with a fear of loss. Loss of a dear one
and sometimes loss of our inner selves. Through love, we gain
patience and through love we learn to be as calm as the
forest in winter. It is like winter days, harsh when it starts,
pleasant in the middle and unbearable to leave at the end.

Love is the only time in which a person can smile and cry at
the same moment.

Smile Please

How often do you smile a day? Today worldly worries have
taken away beautiful smiles from our faces. Our world would
be a brighter place if we would all smile and share our smile
with others. We need to smile because it is a unique trait of
human beings.

Your smile can make all the difference in the world because
your smile has a lot of power. When you are stressed and feel
down a smile is the cheapest and fastest medicine that cures
any sickness. Just take a minute to breathe in and out and just
smile.

Connie Stevens noted, “Nothing you wear is more important
than your smile.” This is absolutely true. Your smile is
contagious. It can make others smile and feel comforted. We



as humans have our own battles to fight. Sometimes all that
a person would need is a smile to reassure him that
everything will be alright. St. Mother Teresa rightly said, “Let
us always meet each other with smile, for it is the beginning
of love.”

A research says a smile can cause happiness. It is natural that
we smile when we are happy and frown when we are sad.
What if we try to smile a lot more often? A smile is happiness
you’ll find right under your nose”, says Tom Wilson.

There is always something to smile about in life. Always!
Therefore, Smile Please.

S0



Tell Me, Why?

J. Jeffrin
| BSc Mathematics, 18UMA110

We are living in a digital era, an era of information. People have a
lot of sounds in their daily life. But we people fail to hear the
weeping of Mother Nature. She questions everyone in this world.
Her question of sorrow is “Tell me, why you are destroying me?
What wrong | have done?”’. She makes us live joyfully. But we have
made her to beg for her life. Let us listen to her words of sorrow,
which show how cruel we are.

The Suffocating Sky

| provided a good shelter and protection for you by the ozone from
the hazardous radiations. | bore the radiations, but | saved you
from it. | blessed you with rain and fresh air to breath. But you
polluted the air in the name of industrial revolution. Through the
excessive usage of vehicles, you made the rain poisonous. To keep
you under with CFC’s you thrashed the ozone ‘black and blue’. Now
I am suffocating, soon you will be also in trouble. But tell me, why
you are destroying me? What have | done wrong?

Whooping Oceans

The monsoon showers you receive originates from me. | am
serving as a way for your journeys. | provide salt and fish which
makes your meals tastier. But you made me to whoop. You made
me a site of testing for all your harmful and hazardous Atom
Bombs, Hydrogen Bombs, Missiles etc. Do you think of me as a
dump yard with unlimited capacity? The wastes which you dump
are affecting me today. Soon you too will be in trouble. But tell me,
why you are destroying me? What have | done wrong?

Seriously Wounded Land
| am protecting you from the heat of the core. | provide water and
a platform for you to stand. | provide food, clothing and shelter to



you. But you have wounded me severely by drilling holes in the
name of borewells. Draining out my fertility in the name of
methane projects, hydrocarbon projects and dumping poisonous
military wastes. You made me to straw out for water. [ am seriously
wounded, soon you will be also in trouble. But tell me, why you are
destroying me? What have | done wrong?

Begging Trees

I am providing cool breeze and shelter to you. | purify million tons
of CO, which is only for your wellness. | am providing my fruits to
your children. But | am receiving a great gift from you which is
‘Capital Punishment’, in the name of urbanization, construction
etc. | just beg for life from you. It’s not for my sake but for your
sake. But tell me, why you are destroying me? What have | done
wrong?

Flora and Fauna in Deadline

We play a major part in the food chain, pollination and reformation
of forest, but you destroy our homes in the name of neutrino
projects, guest houses etc. We too have equal rights to live in this
world as you have, but you are denying it to us. Don’t worry, soon
you too will be in trouble. But, tell me why you are destroying me?
What have | done wrong?

Sum

My dear friends, we don’t have planet-B to choose from the best
option. Let’s forget the past, let’s take efforts to conserve Mother
Nature. Even though its hard let’s try our level best and present a
pollution free, environment friendly Earth to our next generation.
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